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Beyond the sandstone area, however, and isolated from
it by the sand, I came upon an unique and fairly large
patch of calcareous concretions, the nature of which I was
completely at a loss to understand. It consisted of large and
small single, double and even treble cylindrical tubes with
rough, calcareous exteriors but smooth and polished insides.
Mr. Campbell Smith1 of the British Museum suggested that
they could only be concretions formed round the "branches
and twigs of vegetation long since perished from the inside/
But the matter remained in suspense until, by a curious
chance, a similar specimen of calcareous concretion was
received at the Museum from a locality in Trans-Jordan. In
this case the hardened reed, round which the calcareous matter
had formed, was still intact. There could be little doubt,
therefore, that the *Ain Sala concretions were of similar origin,
and we may suppose that a bed of reeds once upon a time
grew in or near water on the spot where I found them. The
'A in Sala tract thus becomes a possible candidate for the
honour of being considered a relic of the old Wadi Dawasir,
of which we had hitherto come upon no trace. In this case
the Shanna valley further south, for which I have provision-
ally reserved that honour, may prove to be the tail of the
Najran valley system, for which also an ultimate destination
must be found some day. eAin Sala and Tuwairifa, more
than 100 miles apart, seem to lie approximately at the same
altitude above sea-level and are separated by higher ground.
They must therefore represent the remnants of different
valleys, and it may be suggested tentatively that the district
embracing Adraj, 'Ain Sala, Naifa and Ziqirt constitutes
either a delta of Wadi Dawasir or an estuary of the sea. In
the absence of any sign of fresh water underlying this neigh-
bourhood I am inclined to prefer the latter alternative,
though the former cannot by any means be ruled out of court.
The single well is sunk to a depth of seven or eight fathoms,
as they say, through the sandstone rock, having a mouth only
two feet in diameter and reinforced by a framework of
wattle. In all probability its record of alternate life and
death goes far back into the past, but its modern history—
1 See Appendix.

